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means all the topics dealt with in recent years by Beowulf scholars who, in their study of the artistic qualities of the poem, have surely not come to the end of their labors.
One aspect of the poet's artistry that has generally been passed over, and that to me seems increasingly effective with each rereading of the poem, is his skill in characterization, especially of Beowulf.2 And it is the purpose of this paper to examine the first part of the poem in order to discover what sides of the hero's character are there revealed and what means the poet uses to achieve this characterization.3
After the introductory lines that summarize early Danish history, the poet proceeds to an account of the building of the great hall Heorot. This hall is, of course, symbolic of the power of the Danish kingdom, an outward sign of its lofty position in Scandinavia. Though the point should not be pressed too far, the emphasis on the superiority of Heorot to other halls (and so of the Danes to other nations) is an indirect means of characterizing Beowulf. Those to whose aid he comes, once the hall turns from a place of joy to a place of woe, had been the example par excellence of Scandinavian strength.
News of the evil wrought among the Danes by Grendel is carried across the seas, and Beowulf is thereupon introduced to the reader: Jeah he him kof waere; 204 hwetton hige(r)6fne, h&1 sceawedon. ,In this passage of objective comment by the poet, the first point to be noted is that Beowulf is a strong man; indeed, the fact that his physical prowess is unsurpassed among living men is repeated, time and again, throughout the poem and is well enough illustrated in the three fights. Further, the poet makes clear that the Geat is ever ready to put his strength to good use: upon learning of the ravages of Grendel he resolves to journey to Denmark in aid of the Danish king, just as later on, when the need arises, he is willing to tackle Grendel's dam and the dragon. Finally, and it logically follows what has already been stated by the poet, Beowulf is highly regarded by his countrymen, who encourage him to undertake this expedition; and in the later parts of the poem, where the champion is once again among his own people, the esteem in which they hold him is abundantly evident. Indeed, in these lines of direct characterization one sees a combination of the two civilizations that are blended in the hero (and in the poem): the Germanic warrior renowned for his physical strength and the Christian knight revered for his spirit of helpfulness.
The sea-voyage over, the Geats upon reaching foreign shores 92927 Gode Jancedon 228 Jaes Je him YJI1de (ate wurdon.
Thus the poet goes beyond his earlier characterization and makes known the positively religious side of Beowulf, w:ho, as the action of the poem unfol(ds, is portrayed as a man possessing various Christian virtues.4 Indeed, the moving lines with which the poem concludes may be looked upon as the logrical outgrowth of what has been earlier revealed of the spiritual side of the Geatish champion, from the time of the prayer of thanksgiving for a safe voyage on through the three fights.
The watchful coast-guard of the Danes, seeing the strangers ' Klaeber, ed. cit., p. li, perhaps overstates this point when he comments: " The poet has raised him to the rank of a singularly spotless hero, a 'defending, protecting, redeeming being,' a truly ideal character. We might even feel inclined to recomgnize features of the Christian Savior in the destroyer of hellish fiends, the warrior brave and gentle, blamele in thought anid deed, the king that dies for his people." land, rides to them and, having inquired as to their identity and commented on the openness of their rntry onto foreign soil, remarks of their leader:
247
Niefre ic maran gesealh eorla ofer eorjan, donne is eower sum, seeg on searwum; nis }at seldguma, wipnum geweordad, naefne him wlite leoge, 251 aenlic ansyn.
Tlhus far the poet has characterized Beowulf indirectly by stressing the greatness of the Danes, and directly by referring to his physical strength, his spirit of helpfulness, and his reputation among his countrymen. He has also suggested Beowulf's religious nature by mentioning the prayer of thanks for a. safe journey. Here he adds to what has gone before by revealing the impression that the Geat makes on the coastguard. This man knows neither his nationality nor his name; in fact, he is uncertain as to whether these strangers come as friends or foes. Yet little more than a glance convinces him, unless looks deceive, that Beowulf is no ordinary hall-man. And the Geat's brief and direct reply to his questioner in which he makes known his race, the names of his king and his father, and the purpose of his visit, so satisfies the coast-guard that he sets a watch over the Geatish ship and guides the warriors to within sight of Heorot.
Having reached the hall and having laid aside their weapons, the Geats are further questioned by the official herald, Wulfgar, whose remarks on the appearance of the visitors emphasize the characterization already achieved through the coast-guard's comments:
336
Ne seah ic eleodige bus manige men m6diglieran. Wen' ic put ge for wlenco, nalles for wreecsidum, 339 ac for higeprymmum Hr6dgdr s6hton. After Beowulf's short and pointed reply, in which he identifies himself I and courteously requests audience with the king, Wulfgar enters Heorot and informs Hrothgar of the arrival of the Geats, the name of their leader, and his request to speak with him. He concludes with these remarks, which make still clearer the effect that the appearance of the visitors-Beowulf in particular-has on him: 366 n6 dci him wearne geteoh dinra gegnewida, glaedman Hr6dgar! Hy-on wiggetiawum wyrde ]incead eorla geaehtlan; huiru se aldor deah, 370 se ,Tm headorincum hider wisade.
It may be observed that while the coast-guard and the herald play much the same role in contributing to the characterization of Beowulf, the poet -varies the means by which this is done. The former declares in Beowulf's presence that the leader of the sea-voyagers is, so far as appearances go, without a peer, and that he is then convinced of the Geat's good faith by his words; the latter comments to the Geats on the impressiveness of their bearing-he has no doubts from the first-and then he pleads with Hrothgar to receive these men, whose leader is singled out for particular mention.
In replying to Wulfgar, Hrothgar declares that he knew Beowulf as a boy, refers to his parents, and goes on to speak of his strength and to surmise the reason for his visit to the Danish court:
377 Donne siegdon }a,vt sieibende, pa de gifsceattas Geata fyredon Jyder t6 Jance, Net he Jrltiges manna ma,gencra,ft on his mundgripe heaJor6f h;ebbe. Hine halig God for arstafum fis onsende, t6 West-Denum, ]Ges ic wen haebbe, 384 wid Grendles gryre.
Up to this point the poet has given no definite indication of the extent of Beowulf's fame. True, he has made clear that his own countrymen hold him in high esteem, but there has been nothing to suggest that his reputation has spread across the seas, that he is more than a local hero. And Wulfgar, to whom he makes known his name, shows no sign of ever having heard of him. It is Hrothgar, then, that the poet selects as his medium for revealing Beowulf's international reputation-a thoroughly appropriate choice since the king is naturally better informed than any of his retainers. At the same time, the Geat's strength is again emphasized (the earlier general remark on his superiority to all mortals being varied here by the precise information that he is the equal of thirty men), and the suggestion that-Beowulf has been selnt by God to aid the Danes is not unrelated to what has already been said about his spirit of helpfulness.
After further talk and ceremony-it goes without saying that Beowulf is at home in courtly circles-the Geat stands before the old king and makes the longest speech found thus far in the poem. In it there is a statement of the deeds done by Beowulf in his youth, a reference to the encouragement given him by his own people in the undertaking of his present venture, an offer to meet Grendel in equal combat, an expression of reliance on God as the judge of the fight, a request of Hrothgar if the monster wins. Here, surely, is a wealth of selfcharacterization. The tone of boasting apparent in the first words of the speech is, of course, not peculiar to the Geatish warrior, though it reappears more than once later in the poem; indeed, it is characteristic of many another ancient hero to whom, therefore, Beowulf is akin. The allusion to the attitude of the Geats towards this expedition is a restatement of what the poet himself has earlier set forth, but now there are facts to explain the attitude. The killing of giants and the slaying of water-monsters justify his countrymen's belief in Beowulf and, at the same time, prepare the way for his encounters with other foes, each one more formidable than the last. The proposed mode of fighting, moreover, revealed in Beowulf's resolution to lay aside shield and sword and rely on main strength-his opponent uses no weapons-suggests a sense of fairness that reflects the Christian side of the hero, already depicted. However, there is the -likelihood that Beowulf has great confidence in his own might, that he prefers hand-to-hand combat. After all, he would hardly have set out for Denmark unless he considered victory over Grendel possible, and his words to the coast-guard, in which the purpose of his visit is made known, reflect this same self-confidence. In brief, his plan of battle as he here explains it to Hrothgar suggests at least two aspects of Beowulf's character. The Geat's religious nature is further evident in his acceptance of God as the judge of the fight, and his role as the dutiful retainer is apparent in his request that his war-gear be sent to Hygelac if Grendel is as victorious as he has been these past dozen years. Indeed, like the first passage of direct characterization in the poem, Beowulf's speech is a remarkable blending of the two cultures-Germanic and Christian-out of which the man and the poem are made.
Hrothgar's reply begins thus: duction. The material here presented is, of course, as familiar as hands and feet to all students of the poem; and the devices by which the poet achieves his characterization are well enough known to all readers of literature, for they are the stock-intrade of many a writer of narrative. Yet it seems worth noting that through his effective use of the various direct and indirect methods of characterization here pointed out, the author of Beowulf reveals another aspect of the artistic skill which he lavished upon his poem.
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